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CREATIVE PORTFOLIO

In this portfolio, please find work examples for some of the key festivals and education programs produced 
as Director of Screenwave: 

ÅThe Screenwave International Film Festival (SWIFF)
ÅNextwave · Youth Film Australia education program 
ÅStoryland (music and arts festival)

In 2023, I made the decision to move to Melbourne to be more actively engaged in the arts on a personal 
and professional level, spending the last year wrapping up Screenwave and completing a funded project to 
adapt Nextwave Online for use in all public high schools in New South Wales, 

Recently moving to Melbourne, I am excited to meaningfully contribute to its world -renowned arts sector. 

In my personal life, I enjoy travel, woodwork, creative writing, the cinema, gaming, attending any and all  
arts events - and spending time in nature with my dog, Sam. 

Please enjoy browsing examples of work created throughout my time leading the Screenwave team. 
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PICTURED (L to R):

Dave Horsley (Festival Director)
Kate Howat (Artistic Director)
Jack Thompson (Festival Patron)

Photo credit Jay Black. 

2015 Ǳ 2024
Gumbaynggirr Country

Coffs Harbour & Bellingen, NSW

FESTIVAL SNAPSHOT:
Å 16 consecutive festival days & nights  annually
Å 150 feature film sessions + special events
Å 3 screening venues + 2 festival hubs 
Å 40+ Festival Sponsors annually

KEY ANNUAL PROGRAMS:
Å Feature Film Exhibition: 80 curated features across 8 program strands
Å Guest Program: 20+ Festival Guests per year
Å Nextwave · Youth Film Australia Program (see p6)
Å SWIFF LIVE: Film screening & live performance hybrid program
Å SWIFF CREATE: Industry development & networking program
Å Sponsored brand  activations

MY ROLE: Festival Director
Å Strategic leadership & project management
Å Funding & partnerships
Å Festival  experience design
Å Audience development & growth strategy
Å Publicity, Marketing &  Communications
Å HR & Operations
Å Reporting & acquittals

MAIN IMAGE: 
%XKHHǴ45 Qqfojoh Pjhiu Ibmb. P%X Rsfnjfsf pg The Survival 
of Kindness - in =conversation with director Rolf de Heer and 
lead actress Mwajemi  Hussein 
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GROWTH STRATEGY

Pictured: Audiences at CHEC Theatre 

%XKHHǴt bvejfodf hspxui tusbufhz dfousfe bspvoe jut 
quality curated film programming, bespoke, commissioned 
live performance events, developing audience taste with a 
unique tranche approach,  acquiring & retaining Festival 
Partners across private and public sectors, destination 
tourism marketing and publicity campaign, and festival 
ufbn usbjojoh up cvjme %XKHHǴt tjhobuvsf xfmdpnjoh boe 
exploratory festival culture and atmosphere. 



2023

2019

2022

2018

2021

2017

2020

2018

VIEWABLE PROGRAMS + REELS
Click thumbnails to view

https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SWIFF-22-PROGRAM-WEB.pdf
https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2-PAGE-DOUBLE-SIDED-A3-PROGRAM.pdf
https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/SWIFF-17-PROGRAM.pdf
https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/SWIFF-18-PROGRAM-FOR-WEB.pdf
https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/SWIFF-19-PROGRAM-WEB.pdf
https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/SWIFF-20-PROGRAM-WEB.pdf
https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SWIFF-21-PROGRAM-DOWNLOAD.pdf
https://swiff.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SWIFF-23-PROGRAM-WEB.pdf


KEY PARTNERSHIPS
40+ Festival Partners per year across 
Government, media, hospitality, 
education, creative industries, 
private  sector

Pictured: Coopers partnership - branded site activation

SWIFF partnered with SBS On Demand to 
feature a co-branded  selection of previously 
curated SWIFF feature films, extending the 
festivalǴt reach to a national audience. 



SWIFFɄ23 AUDIENCE SURVEY RESPONSES

ǶUibu ju jt joufsobujpobm. uibu ju ublft nf pvu pg nz dpngpsu 
zone and is a production contributing to the evolving 
Epggt dvmuvsf!Ƿ

ǶUif dpnnvojuz bunptqifsf jt bmjwf0Ƿ

ǶK mpwf uibuǴt juǴt jo Epggt boe uif jetty,  I make it a holiday 
fbdi zfbs!Ƿ

ǶUif jouspt gspn uif pshbojtfst. uif dipjdf pg gjmnt. 
different locations and the sense of being part of 
tpnfuijoh.Ƿ

ǶXfmm pshbojtfe boe qspnpufe. bddfttjcmf. wbsjfe 
hfosft. bunptqifsf. hppe wfovft. qbsuz gffm0Ƿ

Ƕ%ffjoh xfjse gjmnt0Ƿ

ǶK tufq pvu pg nz dpngpsu {pof0 Zbz!Ƿ

ǶUif %XKHH ufbn ibt nbef ju pvst0

There's a sense of local ownership because locals are 
involved on every level from sponsorship to creative 
design to volunteering.

Most of all Dave, Kate and their team make the audience 
gffm b qbsu pg uif dfmfcsbujpo0Ƿ

ǶUif njy pg npwjft. nvtjd. S(C tfttjpot. xpsltipqt boe 
awards bring people together, to expand their 
fyqfsjfodft boe dfmfcsbuf0Ƿ

ǶDfzpoe kvtu mocal these days, caters for all ages, & very 
bddfttjcmf0Ƕ

ǶUif dpnnvojuz0 Zpv sfbmmz gffm b qbsu pg ju0 Fbwf ( Mbuf 
and the team are so accessible. There's just a great vibe 
with them, the festival guests, the volunteers and the 
bvejfodf0 Zpv gffm tp xfmdpnf boe jodmvefe0Ƿ

ǶUif qsfnjfsf pg tp nboz gjmnt0Ƿ

ǶUif foujsf Hftujwbm wjcf - from the volunteers to the 
audience - chatting to complete strangers about their 
dpnnpo joufsftu xijdi jt djofnb!Ƿ

ǶUif sfmbyfe wjcf boe uif mpdbujpo ǲ it feels like going on 
bo fnpujpobm joufsobujpobm kpvsofz xjuipvu mfbwjoh P%X!Ƿ 

FESTIVAL EXPERIENCE

Pictured: Actor Damon Herriman & Festival Director Dave 
Horsley Ǳ %XKHHǴ45 Koevtusz Epoofdu. jo dpowfstbujpo 



FESTIVAL IMAGES (Festival Guests)
Clockwise from top left: 

1. Welcome To Country: Aunty Bea Ballangary  OAM
2. First Nations activists Birrugan  Dunn-Velasco & UvǴvmfobob Luli 
3. Iconic Australian Director Rolf de Heer
4. The Survival of Kindness lead  actress Mwajemi  Hussein (NSW Premiere)
5. Former  National Greens Leader Dr Bob Brown 
6. Main background image: Acclaimed musician & Northern Iraqi ISIS refugee Ali Hasan performing Opening Night Gala
7. Actor Damon  Herriman  (Mindhunter, Once Upon a Time in Hollywood) w/ SWIFF Festival Patron Jack Thompson)
8. John Shipton  (Julian CttbohfǴt father), Ithaka post -screening audience Q&A
9. Afghani=Australian refugee activist Musafar  Ali



Standing ovation at Bellingen Memorial 
Hall

Gumbaynggirr acknowledgement
FESTIVAL IMAGES (Community)
Clockwise from top left: 

1. %XKHHǴ45 bvejfodft bu EJGE Uifbusf
2. %XKHHǴ45 Hjmn Usjwjb Gwfou. Dfmmjohfo
3. Audiences posing  in front  of the  %XKHHǴ45 nfejb xbmm
4. Volunteer teams getting into the festival spirit
5. Audiences at big wave surf film, Kamchatka. %XKHHǴ45
6. Main background image: SWIFF LIVE - Njwf tpvoeusbdl tdsffojoh fwfou. %XKHHǴ44
7. SWIFF LIVE: World Premiere Live soundtrack screening event, 
       You Should Have Been Here Yesterday . %XKHHǴ44



Gumbaynggirr acknowledgement
FESTIVAL IMAGES (Programming)
Clockwise from top left: 

1. SWIFF Industry Connect: Fireside Chat Ǳ Dave Horsley (me) & Damon Herriman
2. Breakdance performance by Gabi, Keep SteppinƵǎscreening 
3. The Travelling Airsticks  Nbcpsbupsz. dijmesfoǴt joufsbdujwf qfsgpsnbodf 
4. Autumnal Degustation Wine Dinner, in partnership with Squealing Pig Wines
5. FL Lfnlb qfsgpsnjoh bu Qqfojoh Pjhiu pg %XKHHǴ45 
6. Main background image: SWIFF LIVE - Uxjo Rfblt mjwf tpvoeusbdl tdsffojoh. %XKHHǴ44
7. SWIFF LIVE Ǳ Safety Last! 100 th Coojwfstbsz mjwf tpvoeusbdl tdsffojoh fwfou. %XKHHǴ45 



A picture containing person, car, front, street

Description automatically generated

LIGHTBOX

Pictured: Bunyan Miirlarl  (South Coffs Island) 40 -metre cliff projection site

SWIFF 2018, Gumbaynggirr Country, Coffs Harbour, NSW

Under my leadership, SWIFF collaborated 
with Adelaide -based projection artists 
Illuminart , working with local Coffs Harbour 
visual artists to animate and exhibit  free, 
family -friendly largescale projection artworks 
at four iconic sites. Exhibition was hosted for 
tjy ojhiut upubm bdsptt %XKHHǴ3: gftujwbm ebuft0 

Total budget was a mere $65,000. 

Click the main background image for video.

PROJECTION ART
EXHIBITION

https://illuminart.com.au/project/swiff-light-box/


YOUTH · FILM · AUSTRALIA



OVERVIEW
%XKHHǴt dpnqsfifotjwf obujpobm zpvui qsphsbn 
places filmmaking skills in the hands of young 
Cvtusbmjbot. qvut xibu uifzǴwf mfbsofe joup qsbdujdf 
through the Nextwave national short film 
competition, and provides them a platform to exhibit 
and be awarded and be recognised for their talent 
boe efejdbujpo bu %XKHHǴt boovbm Pfyuxbwf Zpvui 
Film Awards gala screening event. 

It boils down to three elements:
Å Learn it
Å Film it
Å Screen it

Nextwave produces a communal gathering of 
filmmakers with the Nextwave Youth Film Awards, 
commercial outcomes in connecting young 
filmmakers with career pathways, and cultural 
outcomes in the production of 160+ new short films 
each year. 

It is a program very close to my heart, with the 
Nextwave Youth Film Awards easily my favourite 
SWIFF event each year. 

Nextwave has been supported with Southern Cross 
University as its principle sponsor, and  facilitated into 
schools through the NSW Department of Education. 

%XKHHǴt Pfyuxbwf Zpvui Hjmn Cxbset *PZHC+Young Nextwave filmmakers discovering the SWIFF film program

The red carpet at NYFA Still from 2023 winner, ÇƷïǻģŬŬģƷƵƼǎÂŘŜƢ

2014 Ǳ 2024
NATIONAL PROGRAM


