
Workshop Companion Guide
Episode IV: Get Visual

What we cover in this episode

In this episode, we explore the world of production design, the importance of set and location and how to use costume and 
props to boost your story. We also discuss different ways to find the perfect people to be in your film, and how to stay safe on
a film set. 
• Production design:  

o Finding the perfect location for your film
o Improvising sets 
o The importance of costume for your character 
o How props are used in your story 
o Continuity 
o Viewing of the Nextwave finalist film “Little Ghost” by Ella Greenwood

• Casting and crewing your film: 
o How to choose the best people for the role
o Places to find cast and crew for your film 
o Holding auditions

• Permissions and safety 
o How to keep your cast and crew (and you!) safe on set
o Getting permission to use locations in your film 
o Best practice tips for running a film set

Discussion leaders

Topics for individual and group discussion: 

• Set and location: What kind of location would you like to set your film in? Are you filming at a friend’s house and dressing 
up the spare room? Or are you filming at the beach to get that ‘magic hour’ shot at sunset? 

• Costumes and props: Sometimes a director will choose to have very minimal costumes and props, in order to leave the 
interpretation of the character up to the audience.  As a Director, how much do your costumes and props tell the 
audience? Does the colour of the costume have a special meaning? What props are needed to set the scene? And what 
props do your characters need to help better tell the story? 

Activities
• Write or sketch a full version of your character’s costume. Try and include two props to further your character 

development and 1 prop to further propel your story. There is a template in the Activity Worksheet of this 
episode for you to sketch on. 

• Write or sketch the setting for your film. Make it as detailed or as rough as you like. 

Download the template in the Activity Worksheet of this episode for you to sketch on. 



Workshop Activity Worksheet 
Episode IV: Get Visual

Activity 1: Use the template below to draw your character’s costume

Activity 2: List three props that you could use in your film. Two to further explain 
your character, and one to further propel your story. 

Character props:  
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Activity 3: Draw or write down your setting! Where will the action take place?

Plot prop:




